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ABSTRACT 

The alternative groups such as literary circles, 

theatre groups and little publications after 

change occurred in the post 1970s in India, 

engaged themselves in an ideological debate 
to question the process of turning citizens 

merely into ‘consumption units’ in a media 

industrial world. The consequence of this for 
the culture and identity of a ‘minorised’ group 

was a continuation of the erosion of what 

Habermas calls the public sphere or as C 
Wright Mills says ‘the community of publics’. 

This paper also deals with the political 

implications in the form of popular journalism 

which emerged during the period and became 
an institution of political control and enabled 
to ‘imagine’ a political community.  
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