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ABSTRACT

The Women's Christian College
stridden through ten years of yeon
service to the students and the pec
around accomplishing its purpose

enlightening and  empowering t
womenfolk. During its tenth year in 19¢
the college had tread a step forwi
towards success and achievements witl
teaching and 27 noteaching staff. Th
college completed 25 years of remarke
service to the advancement of

womenfolk  through  education a
enlightenment in 1998. It is a joyo

occasion for commemoration it has

completed 25 years of service in the fiel
women’s education in this part

Kanyakumari district. All concerned wi
the College joined together on 13 Ju
1998 and celebrated the great achieven
with the management and the staff .

students of the college.
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Introduction

In June 1973, all green and small, a seed by namméi’s Christian College was planted.
But bright and tall with sword-edged leaves andcghal flowers the tree has grown. All those
who saw the tree grow and blossom admired it fspiendor. A span of twenty six years with
tremendous growth in academics and in extra-cuaeiada what this college claims. The team
of teachers under the able guidance of the Prihagmup to the new challenges thrown up by
the world and produce women who shape themselvdsetaspirations of the people around.
This college is a centre not just too flash lightieth dazzles but a constant source of life-
radiating rays®

Co-curricular andExtra - Curricular activities

In 1993, Mrs. Indira Alexander assumed charge e®tincipal of this college. It was 21 years
then since this college was started and it hadestudtrength of 1700. In the University
examinations of 1992 the college results were goéa. of its students secured University
ranks? Extra-curricular activities were started in thillege during the time of Principal Mrs.
Indira Alexander. In the re-structured syllabusvi#durai Kamaraj University under Part-V,
this college opted for the following activities: 8MN.S.S., N.C.C., Games, Library Science,
Karate, Carnatic Music, Bharatanatyam and Hindi.

The Part-V classes were run effectively and sudalgdy the college. When Sunder Singh
the Director of D.D.E. and his members came towatalthe Part-V classes in all the colleges
of the University he remarked thus: “The Vice-Challar, Mrs. Vasanthi Devi’s real spirit and
dream about the Part-V classes has become a realttys campus of Women'’s Christian
College, Nagercoil”. This is the only college hetUniversity to offer Hindi under the part-V
with special permission from the Universfty.

University Choir

The selection of the members of the University cHor this year was conducted in this
college by the Director of Youth Welfare of the Maisity and 13 students of this college were
members in the University Chair.

Radio Programme

The students won the first prize in Tamil skit aselcond prize in Radio drama. They
presented Radio Programmes on All India Radio, Nagle and won a number of prizes in
intercollegiate competitions conducted by the Ursitg, the government departments and

social service agenciés.

2| Page Dr.Pramod Ambadasrao Pawar, Editor-in-Chief @EI IMR, All rights reserved.



Committee for the disabled students

In 1994, this college formed a Committee for theatlled students consisting of 14 teaching
staff with Mrs. Vasanthavathy as Co-ordinator. Disgective of this Committee is to cater to
the physical, financial and occupational need$efdisabled students of this college.

Help to the Physically Challenged Students

It is a matter of great concern to care for theldveing of the physically challenged students
of the college. Accordingly, in 1993-94 the collegiarted a Committee for the Disabled
Students consisting of 14 teaching staff, with Mfasanthavathy of English Department as
Co-ordinator and Mrs. Suseela Bai of History Deparit as Treasurer. The objective of this
committee is to cater to the physical, financiall accupational needs of the disabled students
of the collegé.

In 1993, 17 handicapped students have been idsmhtifi visually handicapped students have
been given treatment and glasses according toititdiidual needs. Three others were taken
to Arvind Eye Hospital, Tirunelveli in April for ker treatment.7 students with orthopedic
problems were taken for consultation. Two girls evgiven physiotherapy regularly. One
student has been fitted with a prosthesis. 4 stadeere advised to have surgery. Since these
3 girls were financially very poor the committeelected funds from the teaching staff to
enable them to have the surg@ry.

The students, i.e., the classmates, hostel-mates,tlde teaching staff help the visually
handicapped students in their academic pursuitsugfimout that year. They are serving as
readers, scribes and also by recording their lesgoaudio cassettes.

In the year 1994-95, two of the orthopedically haapped poor students, Sobina and Subala
underwent corrective surgery in Catherine Boothpttak Dr. Joel James did the operations
free of charge and the hospital reduced Rs. 2,68/ the other charges The committee also
gave 2 steel chairs, clothes and utensils worth1f¥0 to Sahina whose hut in Malikthinar
Nagar was completely burnt dowh.

Indira, a first year B.Com. Student who could neatlkvat all was taken to Dr. Joel James and
now she is walking with the help of Calipar and I€Ches. She was given physiotherapy for
three months.The committee succeeded in gettingtisanfor an STD Booth, towards
rehabilitation of the few visually and orthopedigahandicapped outgone students of this
college™

Logos (centre for the physically challenged)

In 1996-97, a sewing machine was donated to Lafpescentre for the visually handicapped.

A physically handicapped girl was appointed to kde tailoring? The Bishop as well as the
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Kanyakumari Diocese graciously permitted this Cotterito construct a small building at the
south-east corner of the College campus to hous&TD. booth, a lamination centre and a
garment section. This centre for the handicappesl maugurated by the Vice-Chancellor of
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University Dr. V. Vasantevilbn 18 March 1996. It was named
as “Logos”. T.C. Sheila and Premalatha two of fikener students of Women’s Christian
College, who are visually handicapped were providil jobs.

In 1997-98, a commerce student who needed plastyesy due to arteriovenous malformation
with local gigantism of the right hand was operatetihe staff of this college generously
contributed towards the cost of the operation.

Help to the Visually Challenged

The students of Women’s Christian College help mathwers by reading out the notes for the
blind students and helping them to understand é#ssoins easily.They also help the poor
studentsof Home Church School by taking tuitiores¢by enabling them to get good mafks.
Home for the Homeless

In 1987, the students of Women’s Christian Colldgeided to build a home for Rs.10,000 for
a homeless person on the request of the GoverroagdBf the College to build the house for
a poor person in Viswasapuram and this projectaeaspleted during the summer in 1988.
During 1989-90, under the idea of the Home for Hmmneless, the students of Women’s
Christian College built a house costing Rs.50,08004& poor widow in Aralvaimozhi. The
students also contributed money to build one moresé costing around Rs. 25,000 for a blind
young man named Arul raj. While all the studentstdbuted money for these two noble
projects, the College N.S.S. students contribugedrdy of manual labour to these projetts.
House for Houseless

In 1994-95, the hostel students of Women’s Chns@allege launched on a programme called
“A House for a Houseless — W.C.C. Hostel Projecati aaised money to build a house for one
of the poor hostel attenders named Celin Johnsmall village near Kaliakkavilai. Within
three months the project was completed and theehaas dedicated on 26 February 1995. It
was a day of achievement for the girls stayindhdollege hostéfl’

Roof for the Roofless

This college believes in providing roof for the flegs. In 1998, a house was put up for the
college sweeper Mr. Joseph. In 1997, the collegenaonity put up a fine concrete house for a
poor, aged widow, in Sahaya Nagar, who earns felihbod by cutting grass in the college

campus. In 1988, the students also contributed2B€00 to build a house for the college
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canteen keeper JayachandrafromMobbs Street in blabeAll that was needed for these
projects to bloom was the right kind of motivatimrthe college community’.

The N.S.S. students of this college also built onmore house for
Mr. GnanaPrakasam the Marker of the College. Lalaring the time of Mrs. Indra
Alexander, the tiled roof of his house was charigesla concrete roof’

Generous Help

The World Council of Churches granted enough maiwepuy a Photostat machine and a
Photostat machine was bought and a visually happezh old student of Women'’s Christian
College was employed. Then the Committee planmeduild a room above the present
building to accommodate that. This would providb jor a few more visually handicapped
graduates. In 1998, this project was completed tardthen Bishop Rt.Rev.M.l.Kesari of
Kanyakumari Diocese dedicated the first fl6br.

In 2001, for the purpose of doing DTP work a newnpater with a printer was purchased for
the physically handicapped students (Logos) anddedscated by Mrs. LalithaDevakatacham
on 26 September 2061.

Career Guidance Cell

The College started a Career and Guidance Celgifong vocational guidance to students.
This cell organized various programmes to the sttedéor appearing in the competitive
examinations in addition to self-employment progmas and seminars on job opportunities
for the outgoing studenfs.

Career Guidance Programmes

One special feature of this years’ service has lséaing a Career Guidance Programme by a
team of 14 teachers under the leadership of Dre@asBai, Lecturer in the Dept. of History,
exclusively for the physically challenged studeafsthis college. 19 students were given
coaching to make them competent enough to write TNESC, BSRB,Staff Selection
Commission and other competitive examinations. Ytudterials and books have been bought
for this programme. A community programme to waime physically challenged young
women of Kanyakumari District for competing in talkeove examination is being planned for
the future.

This college now runs a centre to teach typewriteogd computers to the physically
handicapped students of Women’s Christian Colledéis was funded by the University
Grants Commission’s grant. This centre is situatear the college hostel. This centre has a
very good Braille Library, three Braille typewriggrseven ordinary typewriters and two

computers. The typewriting class training is gibsma visually handicapped old student Miss.
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Latha of this college. The computer class is tabighMiss Roji, a polio affected girl. During
the holidays the hostel attenders and cooks apesalslying in this centrg.

There are three special scholarships availablecesdfyefor the disabled students of this
college. The first scholarship is given to a disdbstudent who gets first in English in the
College. Another scholarship is given to a disaldtdient who gets first in all the subjects.
The third one is given to the best student whodstaut in extra-curricular activiti€s.

Now it is almost 10 years since this centre “Logha% been launched and there are 22 staff
members in the Committee. Now the Committee iswplag to celebrate a Decennial
Celebration by inviting the old students also, Isat it will be an encouragement to the people
who are working in the Logos as well as to the @ students who are studying in the
college now?®

Pongal was celebrated by the students on 17 Jaii@a4. The students and staff brought
vegetables and put them for sale. They could doRec 9955.50 out of this enterprise. The
amount was earmarked for the betterment of the ponsteaching staff

The Fine Arts Club of this college, staged a plag &he net income of Rs. 5,046 by way of
ticket collection has been set aside for the ariesnitf the non-teaching st&ff.

Village Adoption

The students who were interested in social workedsthe Paaraiyadi village along with a
staff member on Sundays and conducted moral cldesdabte children. The students also
conducted sports for the children in the villagel @mcouraged them to expose their talents.
During the summer holidays the women’s work camig wanducted from June 11 to 18 at
Paaraiyadi village and students from the collegively participated in it®

The students of Women’s Christian College donatedamount of Rs. 750 towards an
endowment called the Annathanagam Memorial Endowrmememory of their college mate
who died on that year in a road accident. Theyd#etio utilise this interest to give a prize to
the best student in Tamil studying in Classill.

Flood Relief

During the unprecedented floods in Tamil Nadu i ykarl977 the students collected a large
number of sarees for the women of the flood affteteeas. They also donated Rs. 5,200/- to
the flood relief fund® There were some poor students studying in thigtutien. So the staff

of this institution started one Poor Students Fand liberally contributed to the fund. This
money was utilized for the welfare of the poor stus of this collegé*
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Adult Education

The college started Adult Education Centres anaiapgd a Coordinator for Adult Education.
One of the centres is in the college itself. Haresemi-literate and illiterate contingency staff
and casual labourers are tautfht.

The Planning Forum also conducted a Seminar ontAgdilication and made an economic
survey in Keeriparai village. This shows the shitéeinterest in the welfare of the society
around theni’

Every month the teaching staff of the college abate Rs. 5 each for the student aid. With
this money the college provides mid-day meals finapoor students and also gives monetary
help to the needy students and thus helps a fewentfwoik in the society by educating
themfree of cost?

The programmes in the adopted village Kamarajapukeane carried out in a great manner.
Child Education and Adult Education Programmes ami@rajapuram village and Aruguvillai
village have also been started. Thus the studd#nt¢.C.C. show deep concern to the people
of the community living around through the enlighteent they received from the college
which empowered them.

Achievements

The college aims at developing the all-round pestynof the students enabling them to make
good use of every opportunity that comes their walie students actively participated in the
various college day competitions such as haipd@attukkupaattuflower arrangements, fancy
dress, cooking, Miss W.C.C. dances, light music aier literary events in both Tamil and
English. Our main thrust is on the enrichmenthef lives of the students.

Year by year this college withesses more gold nsealadl more University ranks. In 1999, this
college secured 4 gold medals and 50 Universitkganin 2000 it has increased to 6 gold
medals and 57 University ranks. In the year 2C0D@,.G. departments produced University
ranks>°

In the state-wide academic performance data gathleyethe Commissioner of Collegiate
Education, Chennai, college-wise, subject-wise teadher-wise from all the 141 Government
Aided Colleges in the state, this college is rank88in the state, Bin the University and®i

in Kanyakumari District. Due to the sincere effodfsthe then Principal, Indira Alexander,
staff and students of the college it has gone @ lway towards this record of brilliant

performance®’
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The blind students have fared well in the Univgrsixamination. Ms. Sudha, Il M.A. History
has scored 69%, Ms. Janu of Il B.A. History has @@8# and Ms. Sudha, | B.A. Tamil has
secured 579%°
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