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Abstract : 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, the revered 

founder of the Maratha Empire, is widely 

acknowledged as a symbol of resistance, 

unity, and strategic brilliance. This research 

paper applies Dr. Pramod Ambadasrao 

Pawar’s Trans-deconstruction: Theory on 

Monism (T2M) and Theory of 

Interpretations (TI) to explore Shivaji 

Maharaj’s legacy, particularly focusing on 

his vision of unity, resistance against foreign 

domination, and the establishment of 

Swarajya (self-rule). The study reveals how 

his life and leadership transcend 

conventional binaries, offering a holistic 

understanding of his contributions to Indian 

history, culture, and governance. T2M and 

TI provide a comprehensive lens to evaluate 

his integration of opposing forces and the 

layered meanings embedded in his life’s 

work. 
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Introduction 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's legacy is widely celebrated in Indian history. His military prowess, 

strategic intelligence, and unyielding dedication to the idea of Swarajya (self-rule) have made 

him a hero and a source of inspiration. However, his contributions to history and culture are 

multi-dimensional. By examining Shivaji Maharaj’s life through the philosophical lenses of 

T2M and TI, we aim to uncover the complexities of his leadership, which unified various forces 

under the Maratha banner and resisted foreign domination. 

 

Trans-deconstruction: Theory on Monism (T2M) and Shivaji Maharaj 

T2M, developed by Dr. Pawar, emphasizes the interconnectedness of seemingly opposite forces. 

Shivaji Maharaj's efforts to resist Mughal rule and simultaneously foster unity within his diverse 

kingdom demonstrate a monistic vision—a synthesis of resistance and inclusivity. His 

leadership style, which integrated diverse cultures, religions, and communities, presents an 

example of monism where disparate elements coalesce into a harmonious whole. The creation of 

a unified Maratha state, while resisting external forces, reflects a deep understanding of 

balancing tradition and innovation. T2M aids in understanding how Shivaji Maharaj's actions 

promoted a cohesive vision of governance, blending military resistance with cultural revival. 

 

Theory of Interpretations (TI) and Shivaji Maharaj 

TI, as proposed by Dr. Pawar, encourages viewing historical events and figures through multiple 

lenses, understanding the multiplicity of meanings inherent in their actions. Shivaji Maharaj’s 

actions—ranging from his military campaigns, naval establishment, to his progressive policies of 

religious tolerance—can be interpreted in diverse ways. Some view him as a nationalist, while 

others see him as a religious revivalist or a pragmatic ruler. By applying TI, this paper argues 

that each interpretation contributes to a fuller understanding of his multifaceted legacy. TI 

encourages the exploration of various interpretations of Shivaji Maharaj’s life based on different 

socio-political and cultural contexts, leading to richer insights into his leadership. 
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Shivaji Maharaj’s idea of Swarajya was not merely political sovereignty but a holistic vision 

encompassing cultural revival, social justice, and economic self-reliance. Through the lens of 

T2M, his policies of inclusivity and cultural promotion can be viewed as a monistic integration 

of diverse social and cultural elements that contributed to a unified Maratha state. His 

administrative reforms, naval expansions, and religious tolerance were rooted in the vision of 

Swarajya—a system where the Maratha people could maintain their cultural identity while 

striving for self-sufficiency and freedom from foreign domination. 

 

Conclusion 

The application of Dr. Pawar’s T2M and TI theories offers a deeper understanding of 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s legacy. By transcending the conventional dichotomies of 

resistance and unity, his vision reflects a holistic approach to leadership. T2M allows us to see 

the interconnectedness of diverse elements within his governance, while TI enriches our 

understanding by exploring the various interpretations of his legacy. Shivaji Maharaj’s vision of 

Swarajya continues to inspire modern interpretations of leadership, governance, and cultural 

identity, making his contributions timeless. 

 

Endnotes 

 Dr. Pramod Ambadasrao Pawar’s Trans-deconstruction: Theory on Monism offers a framework for 

analyzing complex historical figures and ideas, promoting a unified understanding of opposing elements. 

 Theory of Interpretations encourages multiple readings of historical actions, allowing for a diverse range 

of meanings and lessons to emerge from Shivaji Maharaj's legacy. 
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